Studies on pathogenesis of fowl pox: virological study.
One-month-old WLH chickens were inoculated with a field isolate of fowl pox virus (FPV) by intradermal (i.d.) and intratracheal (i.t.) routes. In intradermally infected chickens, the virus in titrable amounts was first detected in the skin at the inoculation site on day 2 and in lungs on day 4 followed by viraemia on the day 5 post-infection (p.i.). Subsequently the virus was recovered from liver, spleen, kidney and brain, but not from the heart. The chickens infected by i.t. route showed an almost similar outcome with minor differences as the virus was first demonstrated in the lungs on day 2 p.i., viraemia occurred on day 4 p.i. Initiation of pocks at the inoculation site in i.d. infected birds was observed on days 3 to 4 p.i., generalized cutaneous pock lesions appeared from 7 to 8 days p.i.